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«+ Poem with fo bold a Title, and'a:Name-prefixd, from which 
the - handling of fo ſerious a Subject -won'd not be expected, 
may reaſonably oblige the Author, to:ſay ſomewhat in de- 
" * fence both of himſelf, and of 'his undertaking. 'In "the firſt 
place, if it be objefted to me that being a Layman, I ought not to have 
cconcern'd my ſelf with Speculations, which belong to the: Profeſlion of 
Divimity ; 1cowd Anſiver, that perhaps, Laymen,” with equal adyanta- 
ges of Parts and Knowledge, are not the moſt incompetent Judges of 
Sacred things ; But in the due ſenſe of my own weakneſs and want' of 
Learning, I plead not this : 1 pretend-not to make *my- {elf a.Judge of 
Faith, -in others, bur onely to-make a Confeſſion of my own;-4 i lay no 
unhallow'd- hand upon” the 'Ark ; - but: wait "on 'it ;-- with'the-Reye. 
Tence ' that becomes-'me 'at a diſtance. : In'-the next place -I ill 
Ingenuouſly confeſs, 'that the "helps I have. ugd- in this. ſimall 
"Treatiſe, were 'many of them taken from the Works of. our own 
Reverend Divines of the Church of Ezgland'; ſo that the Weapons with 
Which 1 Combat breligion;”are-already Conſecrated:; though I ſuppoſe 
they may. be taken down'ras "lawfully as the: Sword -of -Geiab;was by 
David, whinthey are ts be employed: for che canumon' Caule, --againſt 
the Enemies'of Piety. I intend not by this to 'intitle them-to. any- of-my 
erronrs; which, yet, I hope are only thoſe of Charity to Mankind:;.and 
ſach as my own Charity has causd me to. commit, -that - of - others 
may-more”eaſily excuſe. : Being naturally: niclin'&ro Scepticiſm"inÞPhj+ 
lsſopty, Ihaveno:reafon to” impoſe my." Opiriions/;1in a SubjeR-which 
is above 'it © But whatever they are, Ifabmi6:chem with.all reverence 
to thy Mother Church, accounting them? no: further mine,:{than as'they 
are Authorizd, or at leaſt, 'uncondemr'd by-hber: And indeed, to.ſe. 
cure my ſelf on this ſide, I-have u&d the neceflary;:Precautian, . of ſhow, 
ing this Paper before ir was Publiſ'd to a.judicions-andi learned Friend, 
a Man indefatigably. zealous'in' the"ſervice:of the, Church? jt oas a 
and whoſe Writings, have highly deſerv'dof both: ++He-was ;pleasd, 79 
approve'the body of the Diſcourſe,” and T-hope he-1s* more; my- Friend, 
than to do irout :of Complaifance: 'Tis:trie-he had- toe:geed 'a taſt £0 
| | i Gia ih f..1; > - F - 3936 He e210 
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The Preface. 
like ie alt;- and amongſt ſome pther faults recommended to my 
fecond view, what 1 have written , perhaps too boldly on St. .4- 
thanaſac : Which he _— me wholy to onut.. I am ſenſible enongh 
that] had done i dently to have follow'd his opinron. : But then 
I could not bave fatisfhed my ſelf, that I-had done honeſtly not to have 
wfirren what was / my own--+- Tt-has always been-my thought , that Hea- 
thens, who never did, nor Without Miracle cou'd hear of the name of 
Chriſt were yet-in a/poſſibility of Salvation. Neirher will it enter eaſily 
inro my belief, thar before the coming of our Saviour, the whole World,” 
excepting only the Jewiſh Nation, fhou'd lye under the inevigable nece(- 
fity of everlaſting Puniſhment, for want of that Revelation, which was 
confir'd to-ſo fina{l a ſpot of ground as that of Pelefine.Among the Sons. 
of 'Nauh we read of one'anely who was accursd ; and ifa bleſling in the 
ripeneſs of time was reſerv'dfor Fapber, (of whoſe Progeny we are,) it 
ſeers unaccountable to me, why ſo many Generations of the ſame 
Offtpring, as precesded aur Saviour in the Fleſh; ſhou'd be all involv'd 
in one common ' condemnation, and. yet that their nerf ſhou'd be 
Iridled to:the hopes of Salvation : As if a Bill of Excluſion had paſſed only 
 of1 the Fathers, which debar'd not the Sons from, their Succeſſion. Or 
that fo many Apes had been deliver d over to Hell,and fo many reſerv'd for 
Heaven,arid that the Devil had the firſt choice;and God the next. Truly I 
am apr'tothink, thatthe revealed Religion which was taught by Neb to 
all his Sons; might'continue for ſome Ages in the whole Feirovy: That 


afterivards'it was ingladed wholly in the Family. of Sexy is manifeſt : bur 
Colonies Were ſubdivided.into: many others; in { of time their De-. 


the notion of one Deity 


and thatis ir 
and by which they are hereafter tobe judg'd. If my ſuppoſition be 
efue, chen hon ce which 1 bave *— m ny Poem may be: 

[that Deiſm,..or the Principles of : Natural Worſhip,. 
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and the reſt of thoſe deducements., which Iam  confident-are the re- 
mote eftects of Revelation, and unatainableby our Diſcourſe, : 1 mean 
as ſimply confiderd, and without the benefic of Divine Illumination. So 
thar 'we have not lifted up out ſelves to Ged, by the weak: Pinions: of - 
our Reafon, bur he has been pleaſd to deſcend to us: and what Socrates - 
faid of him. what Plato wric;.and the reſt of the Heathen 
of ſeveral Nations, is all no more than the;Twilighe of Revelation, after- 
the San of it was fer ini the Race of Nach; That there is: ſomeithing:above 
us, ſome of '-»0tion,' our Reaſon" can "apprehend, chough- it 
cannot diſcover whar it is; by its own Vertue. | And indeed "ris very im- 
probable,that we,who by the ſtrength of our faculties carmor' enter into - 
the knowledg of any Bering, not ſo much as of our own; ſhould be 
able to find ont by them; that Supream Nature,” which wecannot other- - 
wiſe define, than by faying it-is Infinite; 'as if Infinite \were definable, . | 
or Infinity a Subject for our narrow underſtanding. 'They:-who-- wou'd | 
prove Religion by Reaſon, 'do but weaken the cauſe: which:they endea- 
your to a gee "tis to take away the Pillars fron our Faith, :and to 
prop it onely with a ' twig :-*fis to defign's Tower like chat of Bae), . 
which if it were poſſible 2s it'is riot ) to reach 'Heaven;: would come 
to nothing by the" ig egmerer the Workmen.-For every.:man isBuild- 
in @ Seve ep 05 pew y | conceipted-of 'his own:Model, and bis 
own Materials : apo firing, and always at a lo, and of : 
neceſſity ir muſt fo come to paſs; while tis exercisd about-that-which is - 
not its proper object, Let us- be content at laſt, roknow-God,. by* bis 
own Methods ;" ac leaft' fo much of him; as he is plead to reveal to. us, 
in the 'facred' Scriptures ; to' apprehend them :ro.-be 'the word. 
of God, is all onr Reaſon has to-do; 'for-all beyond- it ' is;; the - 
work of Faith, which is the Seal &f Heaven impreis'd uyon our hut. - 
mane underſtanding: | | 

And now forwhat concerns the Holy Biſhop Arhawafius, the Preface.of 
whoſsCr d ſeems inconſiſtent with-my* opinion; which is, That-Heathens 
ibly be fav'd; In the opt ney ttm gp To hacenteatine 


Prin) is of too hard adi geſtion'for my C! b "Tis noe. that 1 am 
norant how: a it Texts -of Seriprac ngly :fihpport that - 
E is; <ata | may 


bur” 

rerpretation. Everyman who is read in 
| re GBA tay drawn op i a long. conteſta- - 
ries , concertiing the Divinity of -our Bleſſed Saviour and + 
"Subſtance with the Father ; and that thus compild, ie was 


zong the Chriſtian Churches, as a kind: of Teſt, —_— 
* On - 


1 he:.Prifast. 

wooever.took, was look'd orias anOrthodax Believer. *.,'Fis,manifelt 
from hence, | that the Heathen paxt of the-Empire.was, not, Concerned jm 
it: for its:buſirieſs was not-to diſtinguiſh betwizt Pagans:and-Chriſtians, 
but betwixt Heriricks and-true; Believers. This; we.l conſiderd., takes 
off the. heavy weight of Cenſure, which I wow'd willingly. avaid from ſo 
venerable a Man ; for [if+this: Proportion, whoſcever .will be {aw/d, be 
reſtrained onely, to thoſe to;whom it, was intended, and for whom it was 
conipagd, 1-mean:the-Chriſtiang.;' then the Anathema, ,reaches not the 
Heathens, who bad-never: heard -of Chriſt, .and-were- nothing interefled 
in.thardifpnte. .--After:all, 1 am for-from þltamingeven.that Prefatory 
addition to-the Creed; and-as, far from cavilling' at the continuation of 
-4t in the Liturgy of the Church j; where on the days appointed, tis pub- 
lickly - read-: ;-For. I:ſuppoſe thereis.the ſame reaſon for.it now, jin op- 
poſition to:the;Secinians,: as there was then againſt the Arrians ; the one 
being aHerefy;;/ Which ſeems 1 have; been. refin'd out of the other ; and 
xith how-/much--more planſibllity of -Reaſon it combats our Religion, 
With ſo march more cantion tobe avoided :- and. therefore the prudence 
of our Church: is ta be .commended which. has interposd her Authority 
For+the. recommendation;of this: Greed, : Yet ro; ſuch. as are groun- 
de incherruebelich;, thoſ&-explavarory Creeds, the; Nicene and; this of 
 » Arhianaſur tright: perhaps be iſpard;fos what is ſupernatural, will always 
*bea:myſtery m fpight' of, Expoſition: -and-for ; my own part the plain 
-Apoltles Creed, -is moſt.ſutable-romy weak. underſtanding ;. as che ſim- 
-pleſt-diet is. the maſt eaſy of-Digeſtion. .. 


Scripture is-aRule ;icharan allithings neegfull. ro Salvarion, ;ic is clear, 


ith the Papiſts, and to-ſpeak freely, I think-them. the leſs danger PUG {ar 
pc cas ate 


- 


' on, 
At 


PRIEIET) 


leaſt i in appearance to our preſentStare;for-riot onely the Penal Lwiars 
in Force againſt them, and their number & contemprible;* buralſo their 


Peerage ang Coged are ' T- -Þ Bling Parhaments, and: Conſe. 
noe? thoſe Wen ab being Repeald. A General 
and Ukikrerpupt the of , ever, ſince the Refortnation, 


I ſuppoſe all ks he NE BIN "Hot reaſonable to" think but 
thar (0 many of their Orders,” as For Eg from their fat poſſeſſions, 
wou'd endeavour a reentrance ; thoſe whom they"account Here- 
ticks. As for. the late d 'Colemans Eetters,; for ought I: know 
are the beſt Evidence ;' 2 Bo: _ difcover,” withoit wyre-drawing 
their Sence, or malicious G! all Men of reaſonConclide credible. 
If there be any thing more thari this 'requfird of "me, I muſt believe” ir 
as well as 1 am able,*in ſpight of the Witneſſes, andout of a decent 
conformity to the Voresof Parliament-: For ſuppoſe the Fanaticks 
will nor allow the private Spirit xn ris OA Soc Uo the Tnfallibility'is ar 


leaft- in one parr' of. the Go  asawel 
as our wills are repreſented. Vie Hs fo =s Romait Catholicks, 
e of *Jefvited Papifts in that-Reſi. 


how can,we be ſecure fromthe pra 5h 
gion? For not two of three of thar Order, ewe thettrwinktim- 


Poſe upon us , bit almoſt rhe'whole Body of them are of opinion, that 
heir Infallible Maſter. has a right over Kings, noronely in'Spiricuals but 
Temporals, Not.to fame Morie#s, Bellarmine, Email Sa; Molina Santaret 
Simanchs, and at the. gl 'rweny mori: Foteign Countries ;"'we caft. | 
Produce of our Hugg on,” Camplen, arid ro breSi cir or " Parſeins, beſides 
enany are nam'd whomT Thavenor pang whs all'of them atreſt rhis Docs. 
ets, that AC can Tous and 7 pi away. the” Right of any Sove: 
reign Prince, /3 * Ea rs deflexerir, if © hall reyer ſo rele Warpe-:- but 
if he once comes.to communicated; then'the Pond of obedience is 
raken off from Ne, -and they may and: oithe to'drive himlike ano- 
” Nebuchaduz2.ar; ex beminum Chriflianorum Dominatu, from'exerci: 
ſing Dominion over. Chriſtians : and to this "they are-bound by virtue of 
Divine Precepr, and L All.the tyes of Conſcience under no 1eſs Penalty 
thanL Bog. x the Dies oy me (as a Learned” Prieſt has lately 
of Jefhirs'is not" de ' le, and that conſe. 
igd AD they muft pardon me; if 1 think they 
trpoſe” ;* for "tis "a; Maxim in-their Church, 
ken Points of Faith ate. p35 and that Doftors are of con- 


opinions , they may Toll "which om Senn p! leaſe ; bur more 


The-Prefacs 
"be boldsn Vitlanage-of his. Roman Landlord. Which is no. new claim 
- Putiri for England. One: Chronicles are his Authentique Witneſſes, thar, 


_ King, John was depos the. ſame , and Phil fagins admitted 
Tenant Jo - «ak Oy = e French King 


And which the; RE for. ear TY 
way again ejected. when our By rapes the Church, and. he 
Crown receiv'd under the-ſor dition of a Vaſlilage. k 

'Tis not ſufficient for <a: 4 more moderate and. well-meatiing Papiſts, 
(of which 1-doubt- noe the there are' many to. produce the Evidences of 
theie! Loyalty, to,. the. late King, .and to declare their Innocenicy in this 
Plot-;-4.+will, granc their. er i £ th: have been as 
Loyal andas brave .as ;.. and will be. willing to hold them 
-excusd-as to the ſecond, mean when'it comes to my rurn; and aftet 
My -betcers; for ? Tis a to be ſober alone, while the Nation” Con- 
tinues Drunk :). but thac faying of . their Father Creſ: is fill running in 
my: head, - thar they may be.diſpens'd with in their Obedience to an He- 
- retick- Prince, whule ,the, necelli (of. the Fives, tl Gbler ther to it: 
(for';that (as another of them. oe whe / is onel of Chriſtian 
Prudence) -but;when once they fhall ger. power: s Ferry off, an 
Heretick iano lawbul King, -and conſequently to, riſe a pan bit is no 
Rebellion.” 1 ſhould. he. Slag therefore , that they wou'd follow the ad- 
vice. which was charizably. given them by, « Reverend Prelate of our 


Eh 


Church ;. namely,:that they w: auld Joyn. in a, publick Aft of di 

_ Ge Eee, & Jeſuitick-Princi age: Fogg 'to A nes | 
which! deny..the. Popes: Authority po $ releaſing 
Subjects Fom ch werdkorgy if hace to cs rod think "they 


to the Goyernment, I ſhall make bold ts Air Fncy E ropeburagis of 
our -Religion,; 1 mean- the Fanaticks, or Schiffnaticks, of the Eng 
Church. Since the Bible has b Tranſlated i into our Tongue, they' 
u&d it (©, as if their. buſineſs was not to be fi'vd but: to'be cmd by 
Contents. - If we conſider onely them, "better had it heen for Engpfiſh 
Nation, that it had ftill.remaind in the-origital Greek ard Hebrew,” or 
at leaſt in the honeſt Latine of St. Feropre, . than that ſeveral Texts in ir, 
ſhould have been prempcieyed's to the. deſtruftion of that Government, 


which od | | 
RY TE firſt ranllatic of; Hp produced in: fery 


years yy iy my Lotd Herbert s. of Hep 7 
omuch that for the groſs etrours in it, and t 
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d onthe firſt Edition of theBible, t: 
as PERS harry, 7 pnetnon rode e.S 


of 
with Eg were: hc, ike to: Jaye e Clin: 


formation Tigns SE TNT conceal d' at fy = well 


Drug worrd go _ ina lawfall M Monar- 
= wk we roet was reel w_s ra rebellious Common-wealth) yet they at- 
ways kept-it in referve's- and ym wanting to.themſelves either;in 
Courr.or- Parkament; Shed either ey. had any proſpect of a numerous 
Party of Fanatique Members in the one, or the EATAEEMent of any Fa- 
vourite in- the: other, -whoſe.Covetouſne(s was Wok of at\the Patrimbny 
-oaaPeorened Shop who vilcon xondblyche our yenerab 


ment ph Ao auitiaoo A 
_g ofialgir 'Teners2 pope 


ww 
aa 


ras the nextz Arid Matar Mer Frei: Ge fervel of 
e firſt Presbyterian Scribler, w and Stur: 
rey ou of te ood hi Gon A 
ene anal ma this pomnt hey -- 08! NO OY 
8  rayling' w 
> ne be ie compu unk 1 M Cewt and Parlia- 


g an 
mes, "NG mig at leaſt yon a a a ſtake" amongſt the Rabble: for to 
their ignorance all things are Wit which- are abuſive 3. but if -Church 


and State were made the Theme, then the Doctoral Degree of Wit was 
t0-be taken/at pwn. gre eventhe moſt Saintlike of. the Party, though 


they/durſt moe R_ this.contempt and; v of 'the Governmenr, 
| LF x , and wii ria ir ira pie l 63and call d it a judg- 
"nent of Hierarchy. Thus Sectiries,” we may tee,” were 


born. of God we Pd ſcurtilous from their Infancy : and if 
Spititual Pride, Venome; Violence, Contempr of Superiouts and Slan- 
-been the marks of Orthodox Belief; the Presbytery-and the reſt 
'of.our Schifmmaticks, which are their Spawp, Were always the moſt viſt 
Dis Church in the Chriſtian World. - - __ ol 
is 


| = Js | = == I 
- were oY > WOT Lond Arms 
mos ye in- all rarace—b they wanted/bue þ Cagheee Les 


- 6 Snads Sheriffs of the IRarey p90 avg: atm < 
venerable Hooker, after man he, had: given 
Nonyſoames the end of. his Prefic, qymmcnP args on nh hd 
ſpeech. © There 5+ in every one Juf: Ro ANY 
a: teſt 6 our haſtine s th embrace at ing m_ G perilons Ne nan the 


* Predbyterian Di pling) Hood cauſe Paſteriry'ro feel thoſe Evite, Mich as on 


faterpartie 
And is to be noted b tg that the Dotrines 
ing, which have been taken up onel —_— > yt 
of _ the moſt frontlels Flatterers of / NpEs Abb S wy 
he: w 


eople of God, _ gp IR GNIng ManſFots them + 
they are, C2 their own intereſt to believe; and after that, they cannat - 


dip 
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dip into the Bible, but one Text or another will turn" up for "Or pur- 
poſe; If they are under Perſecution (as th __ I) then that i wy Fl rode 
of their Election; if they flouriſh, then God works Miracles 
Deliverance, and the Saints are to poſlels the Earth. 

They may think themſelves to- be too roughly handled in this Paper ; 
but I who know beſt how far T could have gone on this Subject, muſt 
be bold to tell them they are ſpar : though at the fame time T am nor 
y_ that they interpret the mildneſs of a Writer to them, as they 

o the —_ of the Government ; in the one they think it Fear, and 
conclude i . eakneſs in the other. The beſt way for them to confute 
b- - b, 2 as I before advisd the Papiſts, to diſclaim their Principles, and 

RR ied oi the te King, and ook. beoayh: voy 4: 
W 1g, and true when they con- 
form to the Church Diſcipline 

It remains that I acquaint the Reader, that the Verſes were written 
for an ingenious young Gentleman my Friend ; upon his Tranſlation of 
The Critical Hiſtory of the Old Te runes argon 'd by the learned Father S;- 
mon : The Verſes areaddrefs'd to the Tranſlatour of that Work, 
and the ſtyle of them is, wh: what irougi tbe Epiſtolary. 

I any one be fo lamentab wer the Smoothnefs, 


Went oarhbng pr irymrme I-It ry menu this Poem 5 I muſt tell 


him, that if he has not read Hirere, T have Ahidied him. and the 
ſtyle of his Epiſtles is not ill imitated here. The Expreſſions of a Poem, 
Nag nrely for theme pron to be Plain and Natural, and yet 
etick: for d to be a kind of Law-gi 9, and 
deve quis which tha have Eat © ted perper-to the L 
I" De Pals. be 
Ne met Tlaced Fear and Anger: are ting otten in the Soul by ſhewi 
their out of their true proportion 3 either greater than the Life 
or le ;; but Inſtruction is to be given by ſhewing them whatthey na- 
rarally = A Man 510 be cheated TIE, but to be xeaſond in-- 
to Hut | 
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IS 
Mr. Dryden, 
On his POE M, called 
RELIGIO LAICI. 


Reat is the task, and worthy ſuch a Muſe, 

To doe Faith right, yet Reaſon diſabuſe. 
How chearfully the Soul does take its flight, 
0n Faith's flrong wings guided by Reaſons light 2 _ 
But Reaſon dves in vain her beams diſplay, - ?) © 
Shewing to th' place whence firft [be came;the or 
If Peter's Heirs muſt ſtill hold faſt the Hey. | 
The houſe which many Manſions ſhou'd contain, . 
Form'd by the great wiſe Archite( in vain, : 
Of Diſproportion juſtly we accuſe, 
If the ſtreight-gate ſtill entrance muſt refuſe. 
The onely free enriching Port God made 
What ſhamefull Monopoly did invade ? 
One Faflious Company ingroſsd the Trade. | 

(Cc) Thou 


4 wr "tn - 


Thou to the diſtant Shore haſt ſafely ſail'd, 
"Where the beſt Pilots have fo often fail d. 
Freely we now may buy the Pearl of price, 
The happy Land abounds with fragrant S ph 
And nothing 4s forhydden; there but Vice.” \ 
- Thou beſt Columbus t0' the unknown World !\ 
Mountains of Doubt that in thy way were hurld, 
Thy generous Faith has bravely overcome, 
And made Heawen-truly our families home.”- 
Let Crowds impoſſibilities receive, 
Who cannot think, , ought not to.disbelteve. 


Let *em pay:Tithes, and hud-wink'd go-to Heaven, 


But ſure the Quaker cou'd not be forgiven, 
Had not the Clerk wha hates Lay-policy . ) . 
Found out,” to countervatt the Injury, . = 
Swearing, a trade of which they are not free. 


Too long has captiv'd Reaſop been enſlav'd, .. 


By Viſions ſear d, end. airy Phantaſms brav'd, 
Liftning ft each proud Enthuſiaſtick. Fool,, . 
Pretending Conſcience, but deſigning Rule ; 
Whilſt Law, Form, Intereſt, Ignorance, Deſign, 
Did in the holy Cheat together jayn.  _ © 
Like vain Afirotogers gazing on the Sk yes, 

We fell, and did not dare to truſt our Eyes. 

Tis time at laſt to fix the trembling Soul, 

And by thy Compaſs to. point out the Pole ; .. 
All-men agree jn what is.to. he done, 

And each Man's Heart his Table is of Stone, 


- 


Where 
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Where he the God-writ Charafter may view: © 
IPere it as needfull, Faith had been'ſo too. © © 
Oh, that our greateſt fault were humble Doubt ! © 
And that we were more Juſt, though leſs Devout ; 
IWhat reverence ſhou'd we pay thy ſacred Rhimes, 
Ilho in theſe Fatttous too-believing Times 
Haſt taught us to obey, and to diſtruſt : | 
Tet to our ſelves, our King, and God, prove juſt. 
Thou wantft not Praiſe from an enſuring Friend, 

T he Poor to Thee 6n double Intereſt Tend; 

So ſtrong thy Reaſons, aid ſo clear 'thy Senſe, © 
They bring, like Day, their own bright Evidence : 
Tet whilſt myſterions Truths to light you bring, ». 
And heavenly things#beavenlyniumbers inp, & > 
The joyfull Tounger Chorr may viap the Wing. 
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T MD EDEN. 


Rehigio Laici. | 


: Is noblydone, a' Layman's Creed profeſt, | 

When all our Faith of late hang on a Prieſt ; 
His doubtfull words like Oracles receio'd, = ” 
And when we could not underfland, believ d. 


Trium- 


Triumphant Faith now takes a nobler courſe, 

Tis gentle, but reſiſts intruding force : 

Weak Reaſon may pretend an awfull ſway, 

And Conſiſtories charge her to obey ; 

( Strange Nonſenſe to confine the ſacred Dove, 
And narrew Rules preſcribe how he ſhall love, s 
And how upon the barren Waters move. ) | 
But ſhe rejefs and ſcorns their proud Pretence, 
And whilſt thoſe groveling things depend on Senſe ; 
She mounts 0n certain wings and flys on high, 
And hooks upon a daz/ling Myſtery, 
With fixt, and fleddy, \and an Eagle's Eye. 
Great King of Verſe, that'doft infiruct and pleaſe, 
As Orpheus ſoften'd: the;rudeSaveges«\. 
Andigently freeft as from'a double Care, - . - 
The bold Socinian, and the Papal Chair : 

Thy. ZTudgment 4s corre, thy Fancy young, _ _ 
Thy Numbers, as thy generous faith, are ſtrong : 
Whilſt through dark. Prejudice they force their way,,. 
Our Souls ſhake off the Night and view the Day. 
We live fecure from mad. Enthuſiaſts:Rage, 

And fond Tradition now grown blind with Ape. 
Let faftious and ambitious Souls repine, . » 
Thy Reaſon's ſtrong; and generous thy Deſiph; . 
And allways to doe well is onely thine... >). 


Tho. Creech. 


LM, as the borrow'd beams of Moon and Stars : 


To /onely, weary, wandring Travellers, 
Is Reaſon to the Soul: And as bn: highs 


Thoſe rowling Fires diſcover bur the Sky | 


Not light us here 3 So Reaſon's glimmering Ray y..: . / 
Was lent, not to «fave. our doubrfull way, - 
But guide us upward toa better. Day. - | 


And as thoſe nightly Tapers diſappear,,, (1/11 3; {7 
When Day's bright Lord/aſcends our Hemiſphere; - 


So pale grows Reaſon at Religions light 
So dyes, and ſo diſſolves in Supernatural Light. 
” B Some 
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| Somie few, whoſe Lampſhone brighter, have beenled 
From Cauſe to Cauſe, to Natures fecret head ; 
And found that one frft principle muſt be: 
But what, or who, that UNIVERSAL HE; 
Whether ſome Sou! incompalling, this Ball - 
Unmade, unmov'd ; yet making, moving At; 
Or various Atom:'s, interfering Dance 
Leapt into Form, (the Noble work of Chance ;.) 
Or this great AY was from Erernity; 
Not ev'n the Stagiritebimfelf could ſee; 
And Fpicurus Gueſ'd as well as He: 7 
As blindly grop'd they for a future State ;\. - 
= wrt As. rſbly Faudg' dof 'Providence-and Fate >, 
| = But leaft of all could their Endeavours find 
" Bom. What moſt concerh'd the good of Humane kind: 
For Happineſs was never to be found.;. 
But vanuſh'd from.'em, like Enchanted ground. -. . 


One 


One thought Content the Good 20 be a _ 
This, every little Accident deſtroy'd : | 
The wiſer Madmen did for Vertue toy]: 

A Thorny, or at beſt a barren Sol]: 

In Pleaſure ſome their glutton Souls would ſteep ;y 
But found their Line too ſhort, the Well too deep $ 
And leaky Veſſels which no Bliſs cou'd keep. "I 
Thus, anxious Thoughts un endleſs Circles roul, 
Without a Centre where to fix the Sox : 

In this wilde Maze their vain Endcayours and. 
How can the /eſs the Greater comprehend? 


Or finite Reaſon xeach Injouty® n : 
For what cou'd Fathow GO'D were more eden Hh. F 


The Deif thinks he hands: ON PE ground; 
Crics ivgx=: the mighty Secret's found: . 
God 1s that-Spring of Good.; Supreme, and Beſt ; 


We, made to ſerve, and in that Service bleſt ; 
Sa -: It 
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If ſo, ſome Rules of Worlhip muſt be, oven, A 
Diſtributed alike to all by Heaven : 
Elſe God were pubttal. "and t6' ſont deny'd 

The Means his Juſtice ſhou'd'for al provide. 

This: general Worſhip i is to PRAISE, _ PRA1 
One part to borrow Bleſſi ings, OnE'to pay 7 

And when frail Nature flides-into Ofence, | 

The Sacrifice for Crimes is Penitence. 

Yer, ſince th"Effects of Providence, we find: + 
Arc vatiouſly diſpens'd to Hiimane'kind;” © 
That Vice Trizmphs, and Vertue ſuffers here, © 

( A Brand that Sovereign Juſtice carmor bear ; ) 
Our Reifori prompts us'to i furare State: 

The /aft. Appeal from: Fortune, and from Fate :- 


©, Where God's al-rightcous ways will be declar ; 


The Bad meet Puniſhment, the Good; Reward: 


T-hus 


Religio Lnits. 


Thus Man by his own ſtrength to Heaven wou'd of zwes | 


Religion, 


And wou'd not be Oblig'd ro God for more; ( ſoar: 


Vain, wretched Creature, how art thou muſled 
To think thy Wit theſe God-like Notions bred ! 


| Theſe Truths are notthe product of thy Mind; 


But dropt from Heaven, and of a Nobler kind. 
Reveal d Religion firſt inform'd thy Sight; 

And Reaſon ſaw not, till Faith ſprang: the Light.. 
Henceall thy. Nataral Worſhip takes the Source + 
'Tis Revelation-what thou thinkſt Diſcourſe: - 


Elſ:, how conſt Thou to ſte theſe truchs ſo clear,. 


Whichfo obſcure to: Heathens did appear 2 
Not Plato theſe,. nor Ariftorle found: 


| Nor He whoſe Wiſedom Oracles: renown'd.. - * 


Haſt thou a Wit ſo deep, or ſo ſublime, 


Or canft thou lower dive, or higher climb ? 


- 3 -_. 


Socrates, 


E-1  Religio Lai. 
Canſt Thou, by Reaſon, morc of God-head know 
Than Plutarch, Seneca, or Cicero? © 
Thoſe Gyant Wits, in happyer Ages born, 

(When Arms, and Arts did Greece and Rome adorn ) 
Knew no ſuch Syfteme :. noſuch Piles cou'd raiſe 
Of Natxral Worſhip, built on Pray r and Te: 
To One foe GOD. 
Nordid Remorſe, to Expiate Sin, preſcribe: 

Bur flew their fellow Creatures for a Bribe: 

"The gniltleſs Vifinm groan 'd for their Offence ; ; 
And C ruelty, and Blood was Penitence. 

If Sheep and Oxen cou'd Attone for Men 

Ah! at how cheap a rate the Rich might Sin ! 

And great Oppreſſours might Heavens Wrath beguile 
By offering his own n Cacatures for a Spoil! 


Na Bi pa Wn act My" 
And muſt the Terms of Peace be given by Thee ? 
| Then 


| Robpio Laick:- 
Then Thou art Zuſtice in the laſt Appeal; 

Thy eaſie God inſtructs Thee to rebel; 

| And, like a King remote, and weak, muſt take 
| WharSatisfaction Thou art. pleas'd to make. _ 


Bur if there be a Pow'r too Fuft, and firong. 
To wink at Crimes, and bear unpuniſh'd Wrong 3, 
Look humbly upward, ſec his Will diſcloſe 
The Forfeit firſt, and then the Fire impoſe :. | 
A Mult thy Poverty cou'd. never pay 
Had not Eternal Wiſedom: found the way: 

And with Celeſtial Wealth fupply'd. thy Store : 
Hy Juſtice makes che Fine, his Mercy quits the Score. 
See God deſcending in thy Humane Frame ; 
Th' offended, ſuff ring in th' Offenders Name : 
All thy Miſdeedsto him.imputed ſec, 
And all his. Righteouſneſs deygly'd on thee: 


For granting we have Sin'd, .and that th'offence 
Of Man, 1s made againſt Omnipotexce, |. 
Some Price, that. bears proportion, muſt be paid 
And Infinite with Infinite be weigh'd. | 
See then the Dei/t loft : Remorſe for Vice, 


Not paid, or paid, inadequate 1n price : 


What farther. means can ;Reaſon now direct, 

Or what Rehef trom humane Wit cxpect ? 3 
That ſhews us ſick; and fadly are we ſure 

Still to be Sick, till Hearn. reycal the Cure : 

Itf hen Heaven's Will mult needs be underſtood, 
(Whuch muſt, it we want Cxre, and Heaven, be. Good ) | 
Let all Records of Will reveal d be ſhown; 

Wirth Scripture, all in equal ballance ©1628 
And ozr one Sacred: Book, will be That one. . 


Prof riceds not here, for wherher we compare 


That Impious, Idle, Superſtitions Ware 


Of 
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Religio Laiei. © 9 
Of Rites, Luſtrations, Offerings, (which before, 
In various Ages, various Countries bore) 
With Chriſtian Faith and Vertues, we ſhall find 
None anſw'ring the great ends of humane kind 
But 7 his one Rule of Life : That ſhews us beſt 
How God may be appeas'd, and Mortals bleft. 
Whether from length of Time its worth we draw, 
The World is ſcarce more Ancient than the Law : 
Heay'ns carly Care preſcrib'd for cycry Age; 
Firſt, in the Sozl, and after, in the Page. 
Or, whether more abſtractedly we look, 
Or on the Writers, or the written Book, 
Whence,but from Heav/n,cou'd menunskild in Arts; 
In ſeveral Ages born, in ſeyeral parts, 
Weave ſuch agreeing Truths ? or how,” or why 
Shou'd all conſpire to cheat us with a Lye 2? 
Unaskd their Pains, ungratefull their Advice, 
Starving their Gain, and Martyrdom their Price. 

C It 


TT Religio Laici. 


If on the Book it ſelf we caſt our view;. 
Concurrent Heathens prove the Story Trae : 
The Dodrine, Miracles; which muſt convince, . 
For Heav'n in Them appcals to humane Senſe : 
And though they prove not, they Confirm the Cauſe. 
When what is 7 aught agrees with Natures Laws. 


Then for the Sy/e ; Majeſtick.and Ninine, : 
It ſpeaks no leſs than God 1n every Line : 
Commanding words ; whoſe Force 1s {till the ſame: | 
As the firſt Fiat that produc'd our Frame. 
All Faiths beſide, or did by Arms afcend ; | 
Or Senfe indulg'd has made Mankind their Friend :- 
This ozely Doctrine does our Lyſts oppoſe : 
Unfed by Natures Soil, in which it grows; 
Croſs to our Interefts, curbing Senſe, and Sin ; 


L 
Es ns Sn rr org 


Oppreſs'd without, and undermin'd within, 


Ie- 


Religio Lites. 


It thrives through pain ; its own Toxmentours tires ; 


And with a ſtubborn patience ſtill aſpires, 

To what can Reaſon ſuch Effects aflign 
Tranſcending Nature, but to Laws Divine ? 
Which in that Sacred. Volume are contain'd ; 


Sufficient, clear, and for that uſe ordain'd. 


But ſtay | the Deift here will urge anew, 
No Supernatural Worſhip can be True : 


_ 'Becauſe a general Law is that alone 


Which muſt to al, and every where be known: 


A Style ſo large as not this Book can claim 
Nor ought that bears reveaFd Religions Name. 
"Tis ſaid the found of a Mefſiah's Birth 

Is gone through all che habitable Earth : 

But till that Text muſt be confin'd alone 


To what was Then inhabited, and known: 


C 2 


— 
$ | I 
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0bjeFion ' 
the Deift. 9 | 
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Le be8im Of all Objections this-indeed'1s chief 


And what Proviſion cou'd from thence accrue: 

To Indian Souls; and Worlds diſcover'd New ? 

In other partsir helps, that Ages paſt, 

The Scriptures. there were known, and were imbrac'd, 
Till Sin ſpread. once againthe. Shades of Night.: 
What's that to theſe who.never ſaw the Light 2. 


To ſtartle Reaſon, ſtagger frail Belict: 
We grant, 'tis true, that Heav'n from humane Senſe 
Has hid the-ſectct paths of Providence,: 
* But boundleſs Wiſedom, boundleſs. Mercy, may; 
_ Find ey-n for thoſe be-wi/dred Souls, a way :. 
If from his Nature Foes may Pity claim, - 
Much more may Strangers who neer heard his Name... 
\nd though.no Name be for Salvation known, 
ur that of his Eternal Sons alone : 


LI. whe 4 L I ic 


| Religio Daici. 
Who knows how far tranſcending Goodneſs can 
Extend the Merits of that Son'to Man ?: | 
Who knows: what Reaſons may his Mercy lead ; . 
Or Ignorance invincible may plead 2: 
Not onely C harity bids hope the be/t, 
But more the great Apoſtle has expreſt :- 
That, if the Gentiles, (whom no Law inſpir'd,). 
_ By Nature did what was by Law requir'd 5 
T hey, who the written Rate had never known, . 
IWere to themſelves both Rule and Law alone : + 
To Natures plain indiftment they ſhall plead ; -. 
And, by their Conſcience, be condemn'd or freed... 
Moſt righteous Doom ! *becaufe a Rule reveal d:.: 
Is none to Thoſe, from whom it was conceal d. * 
Then thoſe who follow'd Reaſons Dictates right; .. 
Liv'd up-and liftedhigh their. Natural Light ; . 
With Socrates may ſee their Maker's Face, . 


While Thouſand Rubrich-Mertyrs want a place. . 
"D- Þ Nor. 


__—_ ” 
: ET lat Me VET __ 5 Ac ate = PT Is” 77 ” 
. 5 awd & be AE» "rr" I art __ 1-94 oh ew ITT, + ns EE Art, ” » fg - wy . 7” - oo HS 
; 2 Sos be Sd RS SE EC ode a as: INS td ACRE er denn ot re EL | WS Obes % , 
Fra... A a ee SE SP at 3, Te IE CAST , * 6" ts Av? $ Is, 
py © © » X ” Py » . 
© | 4 E Fg 
7 —4 . * 
- 4 a. s % : bY » » 
i vL oo . 
— « » «< 
vb. £ "a . 
5 6 4 
F 
, + 
2 - 
F 
o 


' Nor docsit baulk my Charity, to find 
Th Fgyptian Biſhop of another mind : 
For, though his Creed Eternal Truth contains, 
Tis hard for Man to doom to endleſs pains. 
- All who beliey'd not all, his Zeal requir'd ; 
- Unleſs he firſt cou'd prove he was inſpir'd. 
Then let us either think he meant to ſay 
This Faith, -where pabliſh'd, was the onely way ; 
Or elſe conclude that, Aris to confute, 
The good old Man, too cager in diſpute, 
Flew high ; and as his Chriſtian Fury roſe 
 Damnid all for Hereticks who durſt oppoſe. 
Direfin o Thus far my Charity this path has try'd; 
| Im fa en 9745 (A muchunskilfull, but well meaning guide: ) | 
| FEY Yet what they arc,cv'ntheſe crude thoughts were bred 
4 By rcading that, which better thou haſt read. 
| | 0 Thy 


Thy Matchleſs Auchor; s work: which chougyFricnd, 
By well tranſlating better doſt commend: | 
Thoſe yourhfull hours which, of thy Equals moſt 
In Toys-have ſquander'd, or in Vice have loft, 
Thoſe hours haſt thou to-Nobler uſe employ'd ; 
And the ſevere Delights of Truth enjoy'd. 
Witneſs this weighty Book, in which appears 
 Thecrabbed Toll of many thoughtfull years, 
Spent by. thy Authour, in the Sifting Care 
Of Radbins old Sophiſticated Ware 
| From Gold Divine; which he who well can ſort: 
May afterwards make Atgebra a Sport. : 
A Treaſure. which if Country-C urates buy, 
They Junius, and Tremellius may defy : 
Save pains in various readings; and Tranſlitions;: 
And without Hebrew make moſt learn'd quotations... | 
A Work fo full wich various Learning fraught, | | 
So nicely pondred, yet ſo ſtrongly wrought, _ 
| As 
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'Religio, I QIGE.... 


Loy 


As Natures height, and Arts laſt hand requir* ed; bs 
As much as Man cou 'd compals, uninſpir' d. 
Where we. may ſee what Errours have been made 


Both in the C opiers and 7 ranſlaters Trade : 
How 7ewiſb, Popiſh, Intereſts have prevail d, 
And where Ifalibilit has felt d. 


For ſorne, who have his ſecret meaning ghes'd, 
Have found our Authour not. t00 much a Prieft 
-For Faſbion-ſake he ſeems to have recourſe 
To Pope, and Councils, and 71 raditions force: 
Bur he that old Traditions cou'd ſubdue, 
Cou'd not but find the weakneſs of che " 
1f Scripture, though deri 'd from heav ly birth, 
Has been but carcleſly preſcry'd on Earth ; 
If God's own People, who of God betore _ 
i Knew what weknow, and had been Promis d more, 


In 


In fuller Tenins, of Miva Salt Care,” 
And who did neither Time, nor Strdy ſpare” reagot C 
To keep this Book wntainted, unperplext'; EVI 2O 
Letin groſs Errours to corrupt the Text : 7 OAT” 
Omitred paragraphs, embroyl['d the $ enſe ; 

With vain Traditions ſtopt the gaping Fence; | 

Which every commoirhand pull'd upwith caſe: 
What Safety from'ſuch braſhwood-helps 23 oy ot dit 5120] 
If written words rom time are not ſccur' d, , 
How can wethink have oral Sounds endurt 
Which thus tranſmitted, if one Moutli has fail,” 
Immortal Lyes on Ages arcintail'd: 

And that ſome ſuch haye been, iplorooplaing zA © 
If we CU Oe" C hurch, and Gain,” RIF 3 4 
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Oh has ſays one, Tradinalith fab b 
Where can we hope for an wnerring Guid ? © 
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'DIIG; Scriyture has beea-lodk, | "TY 
Al Copicsd agreeing, main/d ahemahs.. 1; 1c 


Orc hriſtian Faithcan havens: certein ground... i. 
Or Trath i in:Church Tradition rauſk be; found... p gig 
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Such an Owniſcient Church ae wihindecd/4....;;. 
'Twere, worth Bath Teftanrentss aud calin the Creed 3: 
-But if this: Matherbe.a Gwid do fure,;1.;11 - $1 13/8 SH 
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